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BILLY JOEL TRANSCRIPT FOR AN INNOCENT MAN

The last album | did, The Nylon Curtain,
was very serious and heavy. On this album, |
decided beforehand to have as much funas |
could.

I'd just gotten off the road from the Nylon
Curtain tour when | started working on An
Innocent Man. Suddenly, there were a lot of
women around. | felt like I'd just come out of a
cacoon. | was in love with fifteen of them at
once. Usually | agonize over every note, But
this time the songs came pouring out of me as
if they had a life of their own. | wrote ten songs
in seven weeks — something I've never done
before. On this album, from the basic tracks
on it was there.

On every album | adopt a different cha-
racter and the character on this album is sort
of a sweet person. He's in love and he's just
feeling good. All the songs are based on the
old records | loved as a kid. It's a guy enjoying
the courtship rituals — making out, dating,
love, slow dancing — and the insecurities that
go with it — the gamut of passions that come
with romance. Also, this is a singer's album. |
hit all the high notes I've always wanted to
sing.

Easy Money

This is the first song | wrote for the album.

Rodney Dangerfield was doing a movie and
he wanted me to write a song. So | read the
script — and when | think of Rodney, | think of
soul music. The character he plays in the
maovie is a guy who just can't say no — it's like
a Jackie Gleason character who keeps getting
talked into stupid gambling schemes. | pictur-
ed a James Brown soul revue performing
when | wrote the song.
We tried it with just the basic band: bass,
drums, guitar, and piano. Today they have all
kinds of electronic toys that attach to the gui-
tar — we call it guitarrhea. Guitarists spend
two hours in the studio getting a sound. Butin
the late 50s and early 60s, they just plugged
into an old B-15 Ampeg with their hollow body
guitar and just played. So Phil Ramone deci-
ded that we were going to cut the song live
with horns and back-up singers, Eric Gale on
guitar, Leon Pendjaruis on organ — like a soul
revue, with a live vocal. They put me in the
vocal booth — | had on a purple shirt and
sunglasses. | was Wilson Pickett! And bam! —
all the guitar players fellinto place. Everything
went down just like that. Then there’s this part
where | said: “"Thank you ladies and gentle-
men — you've been beautiful!” | walked out of
the booth — and the musicians went, “Let's
bring him back one mo'time! — Come on, let's
hear it for him!” And they kept going, just like a
James Brown show at the Apollo Theater.

An Innocent Man

In a way, this turned out to be a concept
album — although we really didn't set out to
make one. Every song has the quality of being
innocent, An “Innocent Man" is about a guy
who is telling a woman: | know that when you
treat me badly it's not because somebody else
has hurt you.

I'm saying here that it's time to take chances
again, to feel, to be kind of simple and un-hip
and naive and innocent and go out into the
world as an embryo again and to start all over
from scratch. The music has the feel of Ben E.
King, who sang “A Rose In Spanish Harlem".

The Longest Time

I thought it would be nice to have an acape-
lla number. Remember, this was my chance to
make a singer's album. There's a song by
The Times that goes, "As we stroll along
together..." That song has stayed with me all
my life. | wrote a new melody with that kind of
feeling. All of the background voices are me
— the bass part, the high parts, the harmo-
nies. We had the Persuasions try it, and we
had a group in from New Jersey. They were
great when there were no instruments. What
happens with acapella groups is that gra-
dually everybody flattens out — you just natu-
rally go flatter as your breath runs out, but
they stay in key with each other. They're not
used to playing with a piano, which doesn't
lose pitch. Wed play it back and it went flatter
and flatter and finally Phil said, "You do it” |
didn’t want to at first. | said, "Well, the problem
with doing your own background is you
sound too much like yourself — you don't get
enough personality” "Look, you can do all
these different voices," he said, "so why not
take on a different character with every har-
mony part?" So | sang one voice as if | were
black, another as if | were an Italian from
Newark.

The bad part wasn't staying in key, it was
staying in key as an Italian from Newark.

This Night

This one is for slow dancing at the gym. Just
picture a prom at Hicksville High. "This Night"
is written out in crepe paper — it's the theme
of the prom. And your hand keeps moving
lower and lower down her dress. The sound is
based on the feel of Little Anthony and the
Imperials. The chorus of the song is a Beetho-
ven piece called "The Pathetique." He's get-
ting credit for it, no two ways about it:
“Chorus, L.V. Beethoven,” It's in the tradition
of taking Mozart and Haydn and making rock
and roll songs out of them. The song itself is
about two people. The guy is saying. “Look, |
said | wasn't going to get involved, you said
you weren't going to get involved” They keep
telling each other that they're not going to fall
in love and they do.

The progression sounds like an old progres-
sion, but there actually isn't one chord pro-

gression on the album that's standard. We
jump keys, and it goes major. When the back-
up singers were trying to sing it, they were
going, woo—"0Oh, what's that?" | said It's
major,” and they were saying, "But that's
illegal!” This is one of the hardest songs to
sing, but | kept thinking, Little Anthony could
cut this!

Tell Her About It

| was picturing the Supremes or Martha and
the Vandellas. Those girl groups always sang,
“Listen girl..You gotta do this" | turned it
around and sang, "Listen, boy" it's an older
guy giving a younger guy advice. He wants
the younger guy to avoid his mistakes.
The whole point of this song is that you
should communicate to somebody when
you're in love with them, despite the insecurity
it brings

Uptown Girl

This is an "I'm from the wrong side of the
tracks” song. By the time we started to work
on it, | was starting to feel like a racist — | was
leaving out white rock and roll! | remembered
walking into the junior high school and how
many Four Seasons hits were a big part of our
lives — “Rag Doll,” “Walk Like A Man,” "Candy
Girl." In those days, the singers were always
going to give up their life for the girl and get
married by the end of the song. It always sound-
ed as if Frankie Valli saw a vision of a picket
fence as soon as he saw the girl. Maybe that's
why they were so great to hear on the car
radio when you were out on a heavy date.

| started writing a song about an uptown girl
and a downtown guy, a typical Romeo and
Juliet kind of thing.

Careless Talk

This has a Sam Cooke feeling, like "Chain
Gang.” On the last tour, they played a tape of
all of these oldies before we went on — old
work songs because that was the theme of the
tour. The last song right before we went
onstage was “"Chain Gang." This song is
about all of the trash that people start talking
when you go out with somebody — sort of
Sam Cooke singing to Page Six of the New
York Post.

(Gt e
AZR RECORDING €

Christie Lee

I thought we needed a fun story song, a

song where | could rock out on keyboards. |
wanted to write a boogie progression without
using the stock chords — most boogie songs
were done in blues progressions. What | wrote
hints at being a traditional progression, but it
isn'tatall. The story is abouta guy who's asax
player and he's real cool. One night he sees
this chick in the club and he figures, alright,
I'm going to make this chick. So he blows this
great solo and takes her home.
He thinks the chick is in love with him but
she's not — she just likes the sax! In a sense,
she didn't need him as a man, she just liked
the sax. He figures this out after a while and
becomes a wino and sells his saxaphone. In
the end, the moral of the story is that you only
do your best when you're reaching for some-
thing you've never had before..when you're
taking chances, when you're courting danger.
He blew the best solo of his life for Christie
Lee.

Leave A Tender Moment Alone

| had the melody of this and | needed a lyric.
| have a notebook that | write all my lyrics in,
and | had a phrase on the top of a page with a
line under it. David Sheff in Playboy once
pointed out that when | play piano | always
throw in a lot of kitsch after anything tender,
so I'd written “Leave A Tender Moment Alone”
in my book. | figured it would be a good title
for a song. Then | leafed back ten pages and |
found lyrics I'd written. It was magic. The best
way to describe the song is that whenever you
say something really tender and affectionate,
there's a part of you that thinks, "I don't
believe | said something that corny” So you
can't leave it alone, you've got to make some
kind of wise-assed comment.

Keeping The Faith

This song wraps up the whole mood of the
album. To some people, the music might
sound like I'm a nostalgia freak or something
and I'm not. | had to explain to myself why I'd
done it too. What I'm trying to say is that thisis
where | came from. The song says I'm not
living in the past, I'm celebrating today. I'd
never have had the fire if I'd never have hung
out with the wild boys and heard the old
music.

I'm just carrying on a rock and roll tradition,

keeping the faith.
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